Castles Made Of Sand

Words and Music by Jimi Hendrix

Whereas Jimi's anthem to nonconformity, “If 6 Was 9,” was vehemently subjective in its declarations, here he is
more or less a detached observer of life’s ironies. There’s even a certain pathos to the music itself which can be

attributed to the fact that there are brief departures from the major mode to minor.

The first voicing, G5add 9 (also called Gsus2) has a rather bittersweet quality to it, being neither “fish nor fowl” (i.e.
major nor minor), and then B, the minor third, is introduced by virtue of the parallel movement of the opening
chordal figure and its recapitulation at the song’s conclusion. Note also that the minor mode is inferred by the

entrance of a B> major chord in the last measures of the introduction.

As in “You Got Me Floating,” there’s that ubiquitous “backwards” guitar in the background, and this time it is also

the solo instrument.

Memorization of this song is a must for any guitar-slinging Hendrix devotee. Just ask Frank Marino of Mahogany

Rush fame, an “honor student” of the Jimi Hendrix school of guitar.

Gtrs. 1 & 2; Tune Down 1/2 Step: Bass; Tune Down 1/2 Step:
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